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The Oslo Freedom Forum (OFF) is an international 
conference series produced by the Human Rights 
Foundation (HRF). The flagship event takes place 
in Oslo, Norway,* with one-day satellite events in 
locations such as New York, Taiwan, and Mexico.
 
OFF is a thriving global community of human rights 
defenders united by a common vision of making 
the world more peaceful, prosperous, and free 
from tyranny. It is where some of the world’s lead-
ing human rights advocates, business leaders, tech 
entrepreneurs, policymakers, artists, and philan-
thropists come together to share their stories and 
brainstorm ways to expand freedom and unleash 
human potential.

OVERVIEW
“This must be the first anti-
dictatorship conference in Miami   
 where Cuba was just one of dozens  
  of storylines. But if ever there was 
   a group of people in need of a 
    break in Florida, it was this global 
     collection of dissidents.”

         Ryan Heath, Politico

           “At this gathering, no one    
            cares whether the tyranny 
             is red or black. all they care 
              about is that tyranny be 
               opposed and defeated,
                and that freedom prevail.”

                      Jay Nordlinger, National Review

*Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the flagship forum in 2021 was held 
in Miami, Florida.



For the first time ever, HRF hosted a simultaneous 
event in Oslo, where our local Norwegian commu-
nity gathered at the new Munchmuseet for in-per-
son talks by speakers Glacier Kwong and Filmon 
Debru. The talks were followed by a livestream of 
the Oslo Freedom Forum theater talks in Miami. 
Our community also came together to discuss 
the current state of freedom and human rights at 
breakfast and lunch meetings with Glacier Kwong 
and Leonid Volkov, Alexey Navalny’s chief of staff. 
Although an ocean separated our community this 
year, we united around a common cause of uncov-
ering truth and igniting a worldwide movement. 

THE 13TH ANNUAL OSLO FREEDOM FORUM
At OFF 2021, we celebrated the stories that spark 
action across the world in service of truth. Our 
theme – TRUTH IGNITED – sought to amplify the 
voices of those who speak truth to power and ig-
nite movements that seek justice and defy author-
itarian regimes.

After a more-than-two-year hiatus from in-person 
events, our community finally reunited at the New 
World Center in Miami, Florida. The 2021 program 
featured inspiring talks by activists, scholars, and 
journalists from around the world, including Belarus, 
Burma, Cuba, Iraq, Nigeria, the Uyghur Region, and 
Venezuela; compelling art installations and live mu-
sic performances; action-oriented panels, fireside 
chats, and workshops with experts and industry 
leaders; and special programming on the struggle 
for human rights and democracy in Latin America.



SPONSORS SUPPORTERS



More than 130 international and local journalists 
attended the 2021 Oslo Freedom Forum to cover 
these leading advocates in the world of human 
rights. As of November 2021, there have been more 
than 738 unique articles, profiles, op-eds, inter-
views, podcasts, and videos produced about the 
conference and its speakers, in more than 12 lan-
guages and from 47 countries. Outlets covering 
the Forum include USA Today, The Miami Herald, 
National Review, PBS, POLITICO, Reason Maga-
zine, The Art Newspaper, and many others.

MEDIA
IMPACT

OSLO FREEDOM FORUM IN THE NEWS

738 articles

12 languages

47 countries

336 media sources

2,056,802,711
media impressions

SOCIAL MEDIA ENGAGEMENT

382 unique posts

56,547 video views

2,975,230
social media impressions



‘Be Human’

Iraqi Comedian Ahmed Albasheer: The 
U.S. Invasion Created a Thousand 
Saddams

In Miami forum, Venezuela’s Leopoldo 
López proposes worldwide bloc 
against dictatorships

The fiercest fight of the 21st century -
to save democracy

Navalny from prison: Corruption 
flourishes when there’s disregard for
human rights

The Oslo Freedom Forum

Postcard from the Oslo Freedom
Forum

https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/10/be-human/
https://reason.com/video/2021/10/19/iraqi-comedian-ahmed-albasheer-the-u-s-invasion-left-a-saddam-on-every-corner/
https://reason.com/video/2021/10/19/iraqi-comedian-ahmed-albasheer-the-u-s-invasion-left-a-saddam-on-every-corner/
https://reason.com/video/2021/10/19/iraqi-comedian-ahmed-albasheer-the-u-s-invasion-left-a-saddam-on-every-corner/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/venezuela/article254785577.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/venezuela/article254785577.html
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/world/americas/venezuela/article254785577.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/11/08/opinions/democracy-autocracy-21st-century-fight-fredrick/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/11/08/opinions/democracy-autocracy-21st-century-fight-fredrick/index.html
https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/10/be-human/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/voices/2021/10/05/alexey-navalny-russia-dissident-message-from-prison-human-rights/5947950001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/voices/2021/10/05/alexey-navalny-russia-dissident-message-from-prison-human-rights/5947950001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/voices/2021/10/05/alexey-navalny-russia-dissident-message-from-prison-human-rights/5947950001/
https://www.tpt.org/firing-line-with-margaret-hoover/video/the-oslo-freedom-forum-fktn7n/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2021/10/be-human/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/global-insider/2021/10/06/china-is-not-the-enemy-nato-chief-494599
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/global-insider/2021/10/06/china-is-not-the-enemy-nato-chief-494599
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IGNITING
CHANGE

Now in its thirteenth year, OFF has a demonstrat-
ed ripple effect – inspiring social innovation, pol-
icy changes, greater international awareness for 
human rights issues, alliances, collaborations, 
and new philanthropic support for pro-democra-
cy causes. Throughout the Forum, activists con-
nected with philanthropists, business leaders, 
technologists, and policymakers to garner new 
support for their work and ignite change across 
the world.



STORIES
FROM
THE
OSLO
FREEDOM
FORUM

“OFF is the perfect mix of human rights activists, 
policymakers, and concerned people from various 
strata of the world community who care about 
the human condition. You can’t fully grasp the 
phenomenon unless you come!”

“The Oslo Freedom Forum will open your eyes to 
the incredible network of brave men and women 
working every day to fight against the most 
oppressive states on earth, and restore your faith 
in the indomitable human spirit.”

“This is the best 
chance to hear from 
revolutionaries of 
today and leaders of 
tomorrow.”

“At OFF, you will listen to and even meet some of 
the most important freedom fighters in the world 
today. If you are asleep to the stark reality of life 
for billions of people in the world today, they will 
wake you up. If you are aware, they will give you 
hope that a better future is possible. And in both 
cases, they will move you to act.”

“It is the most powerful experience you could 
have. It’s invigorating to see and meet people 
who are changing the world in so many ways.”

“IT’S THE BEST 
HUMAN RIGHTS 
CONFERENCE IN 
THE WORLD.”



THEATER
TALKS
 “IRAQ IS NOT A PLAYGROUND FOR 
OTHER COUNTRIES TO SETTLE THEIR 
POLITICAL SCORE. POWER POLITICS 
ALWAYS COME AT THE EXPENSE OF THE 
PEOPLE –– WE ARE SO TIRED OF IT.” 
AHMED ALBASHEER

At OFF 2021, speakers discussed how they are 
building a society committed to liberty and justice, 
and called upon the international community to 
stand in solidarity with activists who risk their lives 
in pursuit of the truth.



Speakers

AHMED ALBASHEER
Iraqi political satirist

ARTHUR HOLLAND MICHEL
Author and surveillance expert

DJ SWITCH
Nigerian artist and #EndSars 
movement activist

ESSAM DAOD
Psychiatrist and co-founder of 
Humanity Crew

ALEXEY NAVALNY
Founder of the Anti-Corruption 
Foundation

AKIDA PULAT
Uyghur activist



BERTA VALLE
Journalist, pro-democracy 
activist, and wife of Nicaraguan 
presidential candidate
Félix Maradiaga

FILMON DEBRU
Eritrean human rights activist and 
trafficking survivor

GLACIER KWONG
Hong Kong political and digital 
rights activist

HATICE CENGIZ
Fiancée of the late Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi

SVIATLANA TSIKHANOUSKAYA
Leader of democratic Belarus

LEOPOLDO LÓPEZ
Venezuelan opposition leader

TANIA BRUGUERA
Dissident Cuban installation and 
performance artist

STEVE JURVETSON
American venture capitalist

WAI HNIN PWINT THON
Burmese pro-democracy activist



THEATER PROGRAM
      DAY 1: MONDAY, OCTOBER 4

• Welcome | OFF Founder Thor Halvorssen
• Opening Remarks | Norwegian Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Ine Eriksen Søreide
• Opening Remarks | Miami Beach Mayor Dan 

Gelber & Miami Mayor Francis Suarez
• #EndSars: The Cry of Nigeria | DJ Switch
• A Surveillance Story | Arthur Holland Michel
• The Truth Behind Humor | Ahmed Albasheer
• Musical Performance | Walid Ben Selim & Laura 

Sherman
• A Free Belarus on the Horizon | Sviatlana 

Tsikhanouskaya in Conversation with          
Garry Kasparov

• A Daughter’s Call for Justice | Akida Pulat
• SOS Nicaragua | Berta Valle
• Václav Havel Prize for Creative Dissent 

Ceremony | Recipient: Badiucao
     
     DAY 2: TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5

• When Cubans Said, ‘Enough!’ | Tania Bruguera
• On Corruption: A Message from Penal Colony 

No. 2, Pokrov, Russia | Alexey Navalny
• Standing Up Against the Military Junta | Wai 

Hnin Pwint Thon
• Musical Performance | Walid Ben Selim             

& Laura Sherman
• Hatice Cengiz in Conversation with              

Thor Halvorssen
• Physician, Heal Thyself | Essam Daod
• Freedom is the Future | Steve Jurvetson
• Freedom Confined | Leopoldo López
• Musical Performance | Chucho Valdés & 

Paquito D’Rivera



“WE ARE THE COCONUT 
HEAD GENERATION, 
AS WE LIKE TO CALL 
OURSELVES: WE ARE 
HARD-HEADED, WE ARE 
NOT EASILY DECEIVED 
BY PROPAGANDA.”
DJ SWITCH

“WITH ALL THE EVIDENCE, WITH 
ALL THE TEARFUL TESTIMONIES 
FROM THE VICTIMS, AND WITH 
THE TESTIMONIES FROM THE 
DEVASTATED CHILDREN LIKE ME 
WHO ARE LOOKING FOR THEIR 
PARENTS, WE DON’T HAVE ANY 
EXCUSE TO SAY WE DON’T KNOW 
WHAT IS HAPPENING TO THE 
UYGHURS.”
AKIDA PULAT



“An official taking a 
bribe and a policeman 
pulling a bag over the 
head of a prisoner tied 
to a chair are one and 
the same person.”
ALEXEY NAVALNY (speech read by Maria Pevchikh)

“WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND 
THAT THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 
IN NICARAGUA, CUBA, BELARUS, 
RUSSIA, CHINA, AND VENEZUELA 
IS THE SAME FIGHT. IF WE HAVE 
THAT WILL TO FIGHT, I AM 
CONVINCED THAT WE WILL 
HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE 
HEARD AND TO MOVE THE NEEDLE 
TOWARDS THE DIRECTION OF 
FREEDOM.”
LEOPOLDO LÓPEZ



INTERACTIVE
PROGRAMMING
OFF 2021 featured a wide array of interactive 
programming, including panel discussions and 
fireside chats on the most pressing human rights 
issues of 2021, hands-on workshops with thought 
leaders and human rights experts, and spaces for 
networking and creative problem-solving. This 
year’s interactive programming was structured 
around four themes: (1) Innovation, Tech, & Civil 
Liberties; (2) Accountability, Justice, & Reform; (3) 
Creativity, Resilience, & Movements; and (4) Sus-
tainable Finance, Investment, & Human Rights.

 



INNOVATION, TECH, & CIVIL LIBERTIES

Over the past decade, the internet and other digital 
technologies have played a central role in organizing 
social movements across the globe. But even as these 
technologies have connected billions of people, author-
itarian regimes have manipulated them to encroach on 
civil liberties, censor dissidents, and spread discord. Sur-
veillance states, troll factories, and internet blackouts all 
serve to prevent ordinary people from uncovering the 
truth and organizing resistance. And yet, despite these 
challenges, activists from Belarus to Burma have har-
nessed the power of innovation to overcome the barriers 
put up by dictatorships, and are igniting the struggle for 
freedom online and on the ground.

• Fake News, Censorship, and Encryption
This panel explored the digital tools regimes use 
to discredit, censor, intimidate, and silence people, 
the challenges activists face from authoritarian re-
gimes, and how activists can use technology to get 
around censorship.
• Masih Alinejad, Iranian journalist and human 

rights activist
• Samuel Chu, Managing Director of the Hong 

Kong Democracy Council
• Melanio Escobar, Venezuelan activist, journalist, 

and Executive Director of RedesAyuda
• Melissa Mahtani, CNN Senior Producer
       and Reporter

• The Human Cost of Internet Shutdowns
This panel outlined why authoritarian governments 
impose internet shutdowns, how they have been 
used to strip individuals of their human rights and 
economic possibilities, and what technology and 
movements can do to secure a free and open future 
for the internet.
• Scott Carpenter, Director of Policy and Interna-

tional Engagement at Jigsaw
• Felicia Anthonio, Campaigner and #KeepItOn 

Lead at Access Now
• Marianne Díaz Hernández, #KeepItOn Fellow at 

Access Now
• Roya Ensafi, Assistant Professor at the Universi-

ty of Michigan and contributing editor to Cen-
sored Planet

• Vinicius Fortuna, Software Engineer Lead of 
Outline at Jigsaw

• Justin Henck, Product Manager at Jigsaw

• Pegasus Spyware and Other Threats: What You 
Need to Know Now
This workshop delved into the spyware that author-
itarian regimes use to target activists, and offered 
practical suggestions about how to speak truth to 
power in the golden age of surveillance.
• John Shaffer, Digital security expert
• John Scott-Railton, Senior Researcher at The 

Citizen Lab

• The Autocrats Have Become Hackers: Can We Stop 
the Mercenary Hacking Industry Before It’s Too 
Late?
This fireside explored the mercenary surveillance 
industry, the threat it poses to activists, journalists, 
and democratic politicians, and proposed tactics 
and strategies democracies can use to fight it.
• Ishaan Tharoor, Foreign Affairs Columnist for The 

Washington Post
• John Scott-Railton, Senior Researcher at The 

Citizen Lab

• Twitter Safety and Best Practices
This workshop, run by Twitter, addressed best prac-
tices in digital security; Twitter recommendations to 
share and consume information; and the ins and 
outs of Twitter security: rules, reporting channels, and 
tools to control your experience on the platform.



ACCOUNTABILITY, JUSTICE, & REFORM

Justice is the bedrock of a prosperous and free soci-
ety because it allows everyday citizens to hold those in 
power accountable for their actions. In a dictatorship, 
the people in power are accountable only to themselves, 
and authoritarian regimes will do everything to maintain 
impunity. Without independent judiciaries, free media, 
and democratic elections – in other words, without truth 
– ordinary citizens cannot protect themselves from gov-
ernment abuse. Activists and their allies work to hold re-
gimes accountable — revealing their corruption, report-
ing on their brutality, and showing that a fairer, more just 
society is possible.

• The Long Tentacles of Putin’s Dictatorship
This panel investigated the motives and tactics of 
Putin’s Russia as it seeks to undermine the strength 
of democracies and inspire fear in Russians at home 
and abroad.
• Maria Pevchikh, Head of Investigations at the 

Anti-Corruption Foundation
• Casey Michel, Author and Adjunct Fellow at the 

Hudson Institute’s Kleptocracy Initiative
• Molly McKew, Writer and expert on
        information warfare
• Jay Nordlinger, Senior editor of National Review

• Why We Need to Talk About Modern Slavery Now
This fireside chat explored the converging factors 
that create vulnerability to modern slavery, such as 
forced marriage, unsafe migration, and forced la-
bor, and explored solutions to create meaningful 
change for a more sustainable movement.
• Amy Rahe, Managing Director of North America 

at The Freedom Fund
• Sophie Otiende, Director of Consulting Survivor 

Alliance and Founder of Azadi Kenya

• Submitting Case Files Under the Global Magnitsky Act
This workshop taught organizations how to submit 
case files to the US State and Treasury Depart-
ments, under the US Global Magnitsky Act, regard-
ing perpetrators who have engaged in acts of cor-
ruption and serious human rights abusers who have 
engaged in acts of corruption and serious human 
rights abuses.
• Zachary Coughlin, Senior Sanctions Coordina-

tor at the Office of Global Targeting, Office of 
Foreign Assets Control, US Treasury Department

• Scott Johnston, Staff Attorney for Human Rights 
Accountability at Human Rights First

• Presentation & Book Signing with Mustafa Akyol 
– Reopening Muslim Minds: A Return to Reason, 
Freedom, and Tolerance
This presentation and book signing offered a new 
Muslim worldview on a range of issues, including hu-
man rights, equality for women, freedom of religion, 
and freedom from religion.
• Mustafa Akyol, Senior Fellow on Islam and Mo-

dernity at the Cato Institute

CREATIVITY, RESILIENCE, & MOVEMENTS

Successful movements rely on the passion and commit-
ment of their fiercest advocates. Some of the most ef-
fective activists leverage their creative talents to build a 
coalition of people to face up against tyranny. Painting, 
music, theater, and film are all tools that dissident artists 
use to uncover the truth, reveal the corruption of dicta-
torships, and create symbols that unite people around 
a common message of freedom. But in building these 
movements, activists also face challenges along the way 
and learn to develop resilience. The mental health and 
physical well-being of activists, though often ignored, is 
crucial to building a lasting and impactful movement. 

• What Makes a Transition to Democracy Successful?
By exploring examples from successful and failed 
transitions to democracy in post-Soviet states, 
during the Arab Spring, and in Latin America, this 
panel analyzed patterns between different transi-
tions and explored how civil society and political 
leadership may influence transitions.
• Jamila Raqib, Scholar of strategic nonviolent 

action and Executive Director of the Albert 
       Einstein Institution
• Fredo Arias-King, Political transitions expert 

and President of the CASLA Institute
• Henok Fente, Activist and journalist from Ethiopia
• Srdja Popovic, Nonviolence expert and Execu-

tive Director of the Center for Applied Nonvio-
lent Actions & Strategies

• Benjamin Pauker, World & National Security 
       Editor for Politico



• How to Develop a Security Ethos
In this workshop, participants developed an under-
standing of their own risk tolerance and built their 
own security ethos through a series of self-assess-
ments and discussions, using tools from the Global 
Press Institute.
• Cristi Hegranes, CEO & Founder of Global Press

• Media and Mobilizations: How to Film Your Street 
Protests Like an Expert
This session taught participants how to make the 
most of limited resources, such as a phone, cam-
era, lanterns, or candles, to broadcast and promote 
peaceful demonstrations.
• Joe Smith, Executive Producer at Patreon
• Aziz Alhamza, Syrian citizen journalist and 

co-founder of Raqqa is Being Slaughtered      
Silently

• DJ Switch, Nigerian artist and #EndSARS
       movement activist

• Authoritarianism and the Promotion of LGBTQI+ 
Rights
This panel explored the experiences of LGBTQI+ ac-
tivists working in countries under authoritarian rule, 
and offered solutions for change.
• Jamie Kirchick, Visiting Fellow at the Brookings 

Institution
• Luis Eduardo Barrueto, Human rights and 

LGBTQI+ activist
• Yaffa Fredrick, Political Commentary Editor
       at CNN

SUSTAINABLE FINANCE, INVESTMENT, & HUMAN RIGHTS

Financial freedom is an increasingly important aspect 
of human rights. Authoritarian regimes are more likely to 
devalue their currencies, steal from ordinary citizens, and 
freeze activists’ bank accounts. From Venezuela to Chi-
na, dictatorships use money to pressure ordinary citizens 
to behave a certain way, whether that be by monitor-
ing bank accounts or providing incentives to join a po-
litical party. At the same time, international corporations 
are often willing to invest in dictatorships that ignore the 
human rights and environmental standards of democ-
racies. Corporations that engage with dictators help to 
obscure the reality of authoritarian regimes by granting 
them false legitimacy.

• The Business Model of a Genocide
1-3 million Uyghurs have been forcibly separated 
from their families and detained in China’s mass 
network of camps where they are subject to torture, 
forced sterilizations, political indoctrination, and 
forced labor. This panel delved into the implica-
tions of the Uyghur genocide, and how democratic 
countries should respond.
• Rushan Abbas, Executive Director of the Cam-

paign For Uyghurs
• Rayhan Asat, Yale World Fellow and non-resi-

dent Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council
• Amelia Pang, Journalist and author of Uyghur 

and Chinese descent
• Bethany Allen-Ebrahimian, China reporter
        at Axios

• Bitcoin Academy
At the Bitcoin Academy, the world’s top Bitcoin ex-
perts explored why human rights activists are using 
Bitcoin, how to use it safely for fundraising, and how 
to take advantage of powerful open-source apps to 
keep operations going when times are tough.



GALLERY

Syrian citizen journalist Abdalaziz Alhamza, Nigerian artist and 
activist DJ Switch, and Executive Producer at Patreon Joe 
Smith lead a workshop called “Media and Mobilizations: How to 
Film Your Street Protests Like an Expert.”

Thor Halvorssen interviews Hatice Cengiz in the theater at the 
New World Center.

Director of the Hong Kong Democracy Council Samuel Chu, 
Iranian journalist and activist Masih Alinejad, and Venezuelan 
activist Melanio Escobar speak on the panel “Fake News, Cen-
sorship, and Encryption.”

Senior Sanctions Coordinator at the US Treasury Department 
Zachard Couglin and staff attorney for Human Rights First Scott 
Johnston lead a workshop “Submitting Case Files Under the 
Global Magnitsky Act.”

Conference participants attend a workshop as part of the OFF 
2021 interactive programming.

Attendees watch a screening of HRF’s new film THE DISSIDENT 
in SoundScape Park on Sunday evening.



BITCOIN ACADEMY

OFF 2021 featured the first-ever Bitcoin Academy, two 
full afternoons of programming around how Bitcoin can 
be used as a financial tool to advance freedom and hu-
man rights across the world. Through panel discussions 
and workshops hosted by some of the leading experts in 
cryptocurrency and digital finance, participants learned 
how to effectively use Bitcoin to preserve their own finan-
cial freedom, and examined why Bitcoin has become in-
tegral to social movements in places like Belarus, Nigeria, 
and Hong Kong.

• Why Bitcoin Matters for Human Rights
• Bitcoin’s Activist History
• How the Lightning Network Can Bring Financial 

Freedom to Billions
• The Lightning Network: Hands-On Workshop
• How to Accept Bitcoin Donations
• How to Spend Your Bitcoin
• Bitcoin in the Developing World
• Being Your Own Bank
• Using Bitcoin Privately
• Who Controls Bitcoin
• Why is Bitcoin Mining Important
• Building a Bitcoin Community



ARTS
& CULTURE

Every year, OFF features talented artists who 
are working to advance the struggle for freedom 
through visual art, performance, and other forms 
of creative expression.



ARTS & CULTURE

THE VÁCLAV HAVEL INTERNATIONAL PRIZE FOR 
CREATIVE DISSENT

The Havel Prize was founded in 2012 with Dagmar Hav-
lová, the widow of the late Czech poet, playwright, dissi-
dent, and statesman Václav Havel. Havel was Chairman 
of HRF from 2009 until his death in December 2011. The 
Havel Prize honors his legacy and celebrates those who, 
with bravery and ingenuity, unmask the lies of dictator-
ship by living and creating in truth. Chinese dissident art-
ist Badiucao, who was awarded the Havel Prize in 2020, 
gave his in-person acceptance speech at this year’s OFF.

THEATER PERFORMANCES

Moroccan musician and producer Walid Ben Selim (accompanied by 
harpist Laura Sherman)

Award-winning Cuban jazz artists Chucho Valdés and 
Paquito D’Rivera



EXHIBITIONS & ART GALLERIES

The New World Center featured interactive booths where 
participants engaged with some of HRF’s global cam-
paigns, connected with innovative companies working 
to advance freedom and democracy, and contributed 
to international human rights initiatives.

Badiucao, “Vaccination”

Chinese dissident artist Badiucao unveiled a new illus-
tration series exposing the crimes of the Chinese Com-
munist Party. This exhibition was a collection of Badi-
ucao’s political satires that shake the arrogance of 
tyrants from China and beyond. It was the first release 
of Badiucao’s artistic takes on boycotting the 2022 Bei-
jing Winter Olympics.



PayKanArt Car

Iranian artist in exile Alireza Shojaian transformed an 
icon of Iranian engineering, the Paykan, into a daring 
piece of audiovisual art that uses traditional imag-
es from Persian literature to challenge contemporary 
treatment of the LGBTQ+ people in Iran. A Paykan car 
that was once owned by a dictator is today the canvas 
for Shojaian’s  artwork, which was displayed at 1111 Lin-
coln Road. The project gives a voice to LGBTQ+ people 
in Iran, a minority silenced by a totalitarian regime.

Shamsia Hassani

Shamsia Hassani is the first Afghan female graffi-
ti artist and muralist featured by HRF’s Art in Protest 
program. Her work, capturing the agony inflicted on 
Afghanistan by the Taliban takeover, was showcased 
at 1111 Lincoln Road.

Liza Donnelly

Award-winning cartoonist and journalist for The New 
Yorker, Liza Donnelly attended OFF for the fifth time. 
Her original style of live-drawing mainstage speakers 
provided beautiful and compelling depictions of our 
community.



REGISTER 
FOR THE 2022 OSLO
FREEDOM FORUM
The 2022 Oslo Freedom Forum will take place from 
May 23-25 at the Oslo Konserthus in Oslo, Norway. 
Register today at oslofreedomforum.com.

FOLLOW HRF AND OFF
ON SOCIAL MEDIA
          @HRF  @OsloFF

          @HRF  @OsloFF

          @HumanRightsFoundation  @OsloFF

          Human Rights Foundation

https://oslofreedomforum.com

